“Measuring Values”
John 9:13-23

What are the things you value in life? Is it money, clothing, land, or some other tangible
possession? How much value do you place on your relationships with other people; your family
and friends, your neighbors, the people who operate the businesses in your town or village?
Hello friend, I’m J. Mark Horst, your host and this program is Hope for Today. It is
produced by Heralds of Hope, an international Gospel media ministry. Each week the Bible
teaching broadcasts of Heralds of Hope circle the globe in English and 21 other major languages.
Thousands are tuning in each week to receive spiritual nourishment and blessing. We receive many
exciting testimonies of people who have come to faith in Jesus by listening to the programs.
If you’re tuning in for the first time today, we are currently being led through the Gospel
of John by the teaching of the late, Dr. J. Otis Yoder. He was the founder, first president, and Bible
teacher for Hope for Today. He went home to be with the Lord in the year 2003.
But he taught the Bible in such a way that his teaching never goes out of date. And so,
we’re rebroadcasting his teaching from the Gospel of John. We are confident that, if you tune in
each week, you will be blessed by the clear, simple presentation of biblical truth. And that truth, if
you accept it, will change your life now and for eternity.
In just a few moments, Dr. Yoder will come to share his teaching about Jesus. It’s titled,
“Measuring Values.” But before he does that, let’s pray.
Gracious God our Heavenly Father, we come to you in the precious name of Jesus. It is
alone through Him that we have access into your holy presence. His blood, shed on the cross at
Calvary, is the only sacrifice that is acceptable to you to wash away our sin.
And now, Father, as Dr. Yoder comes to teach us from the Word, open our hearts to receive
your truth. Help us to learn how to measure values from your perspective. This I ask in Jesus’
name, Amen.
Sometimes we are puzzled to know what is the most important thing in life. At such times we
need help. Where do you turn for help? I turn to God’s Word. Here is a helpful verse for times
like that: “I will lift mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh
from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.” That is Psalm 121:1,2.
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To know how to choose the best in life is our problem. One time Mrs. Yoder and I were
visiting a shop to buy a Persian rug. We had no idea of the value of Persian rugs. When the shop
keeper told us what the price was, we couldn’t buy one. It was too costly. The price was more
than we could afford. So we had to leave the Persian rugs. They were beautiful but we could not
afford to buy even one.
So in life we must take care to measure the values by which we live. Some are too costly. For
some the price is too high. For some the price is much too cheap. Are there any ways of
MEASURING VALUES in life properly? Oh yes, there are. We shall see what happens here in
John 9:13-23.
13 They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind.
14 And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.
15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said
unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.
16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth
not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles?
And there was a division among them.
17 They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine
eyes? He said, He is a prophet.
18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his
sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight.
19 And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then
doth he now see?
20 His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind:
21 But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know
not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself.
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22 These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed
already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the
synagogue.
23 Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him.

In this conversation I find several helpful PROCESSES by which values can be measured,
for we must measure the values of life. Let’s look at these processes.

Number one: Seek a Clarification.
Don’t be satisfied with just a report. Go right to the source and find out what happened.
That’s what these people did. They tried to find out clearly what had taken place. This blind man
had been healed by a miracle that Jesus had performed. Jesus had put clay salve on his eyes and
had sent him to the pool of Siloam to wash.
So, they came to find out, to get a clarification, and they asked the man. He told them exactly
what happened. He said, “He put clay upon my eyes and I washed and I see.” Just as simple as
that. No great enlargement, no complex way. Just a very simple answer of exactly what
happened.
But do you know that some of these people came to the wrong conclusion? They concluded
that since the miracle was performed on the Sabbath day, that whoever performed it could not
possibly be a man of God. He must be a sinner. But the man who was healed said that surely a
sinner could not do miracles like this.
Well, let’s see. It was not really the man who was healed this time. It was others who were
standing around who said a sinner cannot do miracles like this.
To measure the values of life it is appropriate and important to seek for the clarification of
the problem. Make sure you understand exactly.
Let’s take process number two: Stress the Verification.
Gather more facts. Talk to other people who know. So these people called the parents. Now
they certainly should have known. If he was their son then they would know whether or not he
had been born blind and surely they ought to know how he received his sight. So they called
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them in and asked, “Is this your son?” They said, “Yes, this is our son. He was born blind.” But
then they went on to say, “We do not know how he received his sight and we do not know who
healed him.”
Well, they said part of the truth, but they would not tell all they knew. We are going to see
why they wouldn’t. But I have to admire these people for trying to get all the facts together. That
is a very important process. Don’t be satisfied until you have all the facts brought together.
To measure values you must stress the verification, make sure that all the facts have been
well verified.

The third process is Face the Excommunication.
Let me warn you, don’t be afraid. You read in this text that these parents would not tell
everything they knew because they were afraid. They had been threatened with
excommunication; that means to be put out of the synagogue. If anybody confessed that Jesus
was the Messiah, they had already agreed among themselves that such a person could not have
fellowship in the synagogue.
That was a very serious threat. But don’t be afraid. If you are going to really come out on the
side of truth, then you must measure values and not be scared. Don’t close your mind to the
truth. Don’t draw conclusions before the evidence is in.
Be sure that you verify everything, but do not be afraid if someone threatens you. To measure
values, you must face the threats of excommunication, the threats of others. I suppose these
parents were afraid. Therefore, they had their problem and could not really come to the
measuring of values. They put the wrong weight or the wrong value on the wrong side.
Measuring values in life properly will require these processes: seek a clarification, ask to
know; stress the verification, make certain of the facts; face the excommunication, stand on the
side of the truth. Don’t draw any conclusion before the evidence is in.

Thank you, Dr. Yoder for showing us from this portion of Holy Scripture the importance
of learning how to measure values from God’s perspective. There are Christ-followers who may
be listening to this program who don’t have political or religious freedom. They have, as we say,
“counted the cost,” that is, they have measured the values of the Gospel against the values of the
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world, and they have chosen to follow Jesus no matter what the cost. Those of us who have our
freedom should remember to pray for them!
Now, were you blessed by this teaching by Dr. Yoder? If so, you can request an audio CD
or a printed copy of this complete teaching, just request it by its title, “Measuring Values.”
The quickest way for you to contact me is to send an e-mail to mail@heraldsofhope.org.
That email address again is, m-a-i-l@heraldsofhope.org. Or you may write to Hope for Today,
Box 3, Breezewood, Pennsylvania 15533. Remember, you can request a printed manuscript or an
audio CD of this teaching, “Measuring Values.” I’d be happy to send one to you.
Once again, the quickest way for you to contact me is to send an e-mail to
mail@heraldsofhope.org. Or you may write to Hope for Today, Box 3, Breezewood, Pennsylvania
15533. Remember; you can request a free copy of this teaching, “Measuring Values.” It’s available
in print or on an audio CD.
And don’t forget our Bible teaching programs are available to you all the time and any time
at the website, twr360.org. That’s twr360.org. Thousands are logging on to the site for spiritual
nourishment and blessing. You can join them and be blessed too!
Now friend, I urge you to tune in next week as we continue our study in John’s Gospel
with message titled “Weighing Evidences.” And until then, keep looking for that blessed HOPE.
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